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In this lesson you will learn:

* Pronouns (%) and their usage
* Independent pronouns
* Enclitic pronouns

e The verb &S

Prerequisite: you understand nominal sentences, basic principles of
forming plural nouns



Pronouns in Arabic ( liall)

* Independent pronouns: used for subjects and predicates in nominal
sentences (i.e., sentences without verbs)

* Enclitic or attached pronouns:
* Possessive pronouns
* Direct objects of verbs
* Complements of prepositions and some particles



Independent Pronouns



SINGULAR

4 hwa
& hiya
=l ‘anta
ol antl

LI ana®

DUAL

_PLURAL

ot Aumd

e Rk
! antumd
ol lantumda

— (lacking)

st fuemiu)

cf hunna
= | Cantumiu)
ol antunna

oo nahnu

Independent Pronouns: Form



Independent Pronouns: Form

3 masculine
3 feminine
2 masculine

2 feminine

1 common gender
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Independent Pronouns: Usage

Independent pronouns: used for subjects and predicates in nominal
sentences (i.e., sentences without verbs)

Examples:

@;@ UWEINERTY

‘ﬂéﬂ‘ L (she is the daughter of the king)
‘-fj;d‘ }“343“ (we are the astrologers of the king)



Enclitic Pronouns



SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL

~hul-hi le -humal/-hima e
-hd g -huma/-himd .4
-Ka W -kuma I..i
-Ki L -kuma o
-il-iyal-ya L

Enclitic Pronouns: Form

-hum(u)/-him(u)
-hunnal-hinna
-kum{u)

-kunna

-nd



Enclitic Pronouns: Form

These pronouns attach to the ends of words (nouns, prepositions, and verbs)

3 masculine
3 feminine
2 masculine

2 feminine

1 common gender



Enclitic Pronouns: Form
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Enclitic Pronouns: Usage

* Possessive pronouns

+ SUS aéjhs (their book)
+ 538 Al (his strength)

* Direct object of verbs
+ Olel el (he encouraged him)

* Complement of prepositions/some particles

L 2
T 2 4 Q=2 (heis amazed by it)
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The Verb O\S

* Translation: “he/it was” (3 masc. form)
 Complement: always in <=4 (“accusative”)

* In Arabic, the main verb typically begins the sentence, followed by the
subject
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Examples

)&) (he was a man)

(he was mighty of kingship)
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